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Abstract 
The truth which none can be free to ignore is that education is needed for 
manpower and national development. This education is provided through 
the instrumentality of the school curriculum. The quality of education 
provided therefore depends on quality of curriculum. In view of increasing 
complexity of human society amplified by current global economic crisis, it is 
important that global effort should be intensified in providing relevant 
curriculum to the schools across-the globe. This is with a view, to providing 
joint solution to common problems facing man globally, using education as a 
weapon. As teacher education determines and shapes the future of the 
society, the focus of this paper is on globalization of teacher education 
curriculum. 

Introduction 
Globalization is a process of interaction and integration among the people and governments of 

different nations through the aid of information technology. It is a process by which the people of the 
world are unified into a single society and function together. In economic context, globalization refers to 
the reduction and removal of barriers between national boarders in order to facilitate the flow of goods, 
capital, services and labour among the people of different nations. The process of globalization has 
produced effects on the environment, on culture, on political systems, on economic development and 
prosperity, and on human physical well-being in societies around the world. It has equally made the 
flow of capital, labor, goods, ideas and information much more faster across the globe than ever before. 
With the current trend in globalization, people and governments of different nations of the world now 
engage in economic, cultural and political activities at such a speed that has never been recorded in the 
history of man. It has made movements and cross-pollination of ideas, faster, cheaper and deeper. Let us 
now see how the process of globalization can be tailored towards the curriculum of teacher education for 
more effective and result — orientated teaching-learning process. 

Teacher Education 
We may wish to understand at this point, what teacher education is all about. This is 

important in order to align the discussion that follows in proper perspective. 
Teacher education refers to the policies and procedures designed to equip teachers with the 

knowledge required to perform their tasks effectively in the school and classroom. This teacher 
education is often divided into  
*      initial teacher education which refers to a pre-service course before entering the classroom as a 

fully responsible teacher  
*      induction, which is the process of providing training and support during the first few years of 

teaching or the first year in a particular school 
• teacher development or continuing professional development which refers to an in-service 

process for practicing teachers (1) 

Ohanado (1977) viewed teacher education programme as that which prepares competent 
teachers who are knowledgeable in some areas of knowledge and professional practices. Teacher 
education determines and shapes the future of the society. 

Teachers have the serious responsibility of converting human resources to human capitals - a 
people with critical skills that in turn, utilize available natural endowments to develop the society. 
This responsibility is a recognition of vital role of the teacher in national development across space arid 
time. As Okafor (1984) pointed out, no society can reach height of greatness unless there is an ample 
supply of dedicated men and women in all fields critical to its growth and creativity. Without doubts, 
these men and women are the ones to be trained and nurtured by the teacher himself who has been 
trained and nurtured by teacher education. 

Ukeje (1991) had earlier described teaching as the most vital and strategic profession foi national 
development. He went on to say that what the teacher knows and does can make a great difference and what 



he does not know, cannot do or fails to do can be an irreparable loss to the child. As Fafunwa (1967) noted, the 
teacher directly or indirectly is bound to influence the quality and quantity of services provided by all other 
trades and professions. It is on the strength of the above indices of vital role of the teacher in national 
development that this paper draws the relevance of examining how globalization of curriculum of teacher 
education can be of assistance in enhancing effectiveness and productivity of the teacher. Jf teacher's effort 
level and productivity is enhanced, it will invariably have positive bearing on national growth and 
productivity. 

Concept of Curriculum 
Every good government aims at providing qualitative and quantitative education for its ever growing 

population. It becomes important therefore to select and map out the learning experiences which are 
organized to suit the needs and interests of the learners in particular and the society in general. Such 
organized learning experiences should also reflect the three major domains of educational goals and 
objectives namely; cognitive, affective and psychomotor. 

Curriculum in its broadest sense may refer to all courses offered at a school. It may also refer to a defined 
course of studies, which students must fulfill in order to pass a certain level of education 
(http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-curricuIum.htm). Curriculum is an inevitable aspect of education which 
is the transmission and modification of culture. It is the means applied by educational institution to 
actualize what society considers as desirable learning. (Onwuka, 1994). 

The culture of any society affects its curriculum. Culture here, includes everything that can be 
communicated from one generation to its successor. This involves the people's heritage, which is made up 
of both material and non-material aspects of life. Culture may be classified into different ways, for 
example, as universals, specialties and alternatives. Universals deal with what every member of society 
should be familiar with. The content of the universals should equip every individual with the basic tools 
of communication and equally educate the individuals for difference, flexibility and receptivity. Specialties 
refer to vocational and professional education for special services. Alternatives on the other hand, involve a 
very small number of persons in any society. Such persons represent the inventors, writers and other 
exceptionally brilliant contributors to the development of society. They may as they deem fit, initiate 
reconstruction, which will make society a more educative environment. (Onwuka, 1994). 

It should be noted here that curriculum varies from society to society because it is influenced by 
existing elements in each society. Such major elements that influence the" type of curriculum offered by 
schools and the extent of its implementation include the nature of the society, philosophy of education, the 
learners, the teachers, economy, resources and values of the society. 

Globalization of Teacher Education Curriculum 
Earlier in this paper, globalization was explained as a process of interaction and integration among the 

people and government of different nations through the aid of information technology. In the context of 
economy, it refers to the reduction and removal of barriers between national boarders in order to facilitate the 
flow of goods, capital, services and labour among the people of different nations. 

The process of globalization is not limited to economic activities alone. Its application could extend to 
virtually all fields of human endeavour, including education. Globalization of school curriculum will 
facilitate cross-pollination of ideas. It is often said that two good heads are better than one. This saying equally 
applies to cooperative curriculum planning which is the selection of the curriculum elements to be included in 
each phase of the plan by the learner, teacher, lay citizens, professional educators, school administrators, 
subject specialists, professional bodies and curriculum consultants. No nation of the world may claim total or 
absolute self-sustenance in the various task areas and needs of man. However, powerful a nation is, it still 
needs the less powerful ones for its survival and sustenance. 

 
If nations of the world need each other for survival in one thing or the other, this need for one 

another's assistance will be more felt in education. The nations of the world need to cooperate with each 
other in finding strategies for provision of quality education to the citizenry. There is a truth which none 
can be free to ignore. This truth is that education is the key to the development of a people's ability to 
manage and induce change. It is a life-long process of equipping an individual to be fully aware of his 
environment and to exploit, manage and dominate it for the benefit of himself and the society at large. 
Education plays vital role as instrument that empowers people to manage and induce change. It develops 
the ability in man to face the challenges of making choice while also increasing the choices available. As 
Obasanjo and Mabogunje (1991) opined, the more people develop themselves, the more they would 
become instruments for further change. 



Curriculum is an inevitable aspect of education. It is an instrument through which education is 
transmitted to the citizenry. Whether today's education is to help to solve today's problems and to assist the 
young to acquire the knowledge, skills, altitudes and values that will enable them to be responsible arid 
effective citizens in the world of tomorrow, will depend by and large, on the educators' and the society's 
approaches to the curriculum (Okafor, 1984). For education to be effective and relevant to society's 
needs, therefore the content of its curriculum must be so rich to provide conditions germane for result — 
orientated education. 

Okafor (1984) outlined the fundamental elements that must be present in every curriculum to include 
(a) an analysis of human needs, particularly the needs of students and the society — such needs analysis should 
include the abilities, attitudes, habits, forms of knowledge, and appreciations which are required for 
effective execution of special tasks; (b) judicious selection from the vast array of content possibilities, of 
those content elements that will lend themselves more readily toward the meeting of the needs that have 
been identified, whether these needs be physical, intellectual, vocational, spiritual, aesthetic, or social (c) 
judicious selection of the learning experiences which are best suited for the attainment of objectives; (d) 
proper organization and arrangement of the content materials and the learning experiences so as to achieve 
adequate facilitation of learning, (e) adequate provision for measurement of learning so as to sensitize both 
the teacher and the student to the effectiveness of the teaching-learning situation; and (f) a general 
reference to the method of implementation. 

Collaborative effort is needed to provide sound and effective curriculum that will address the needs 
of man, hence, globalization of school curriculum should be necessary step towards assisting nations of the 
world tap from each other's potentials for national growth and enhanced productivity. The recent experience 
of global economic crisis is a clear indication and warming that no part of the globe is immuned from events 
in any part of the globe. What happens in one part of the globe, touches all other parts; hence, global effort at 
provision of good curriculum is an imperative for continued survival of the world as a family through the 
instrumentality of education. 

Recommendation 
It was pointed out that globalization in any human endeavour is a process that is aided by information 

technology. For the success of curriculum globalization therefore, the following are recommended; 
1. Since globalization of school curriculum can only be effected through the medium of 

information technology,  it is recommended that every teacher and lecturer should be 
information technology compliant. Teachers as interpreters and implemented of curriculum 
can only be effective in doing so if they are abreast with the applications of information 
technology. 

2. Provision of the relevant infrastructure that will facilitate effective information technology 
application is an imperative. Thus, there must be provision of steady power and other  
information technology related facilities to ensure functional curriculum globalization 

3. There should be definite global policy on curriculum globalization to ensure uniformity of 
purpose and to ensure that information relating to curriculum in accessible to all. 
 

Conclusion 
Education remains a critical factor in national growth and development and in raising the productivity 

level of the citizens. This, however, depends on its continued quality and relevance. Since curriculum is a 
vehicle through which education is conveyed to members of society, it is important that high quality 
curriculum content is provided as a basis for sound, effective and result-oriented education. With 
ever-increasing complexity of human environment with its attendant demands and needs, it is necessary 
that there is collaborative effort at providing good curriculum for schools. This is what globalization of school 
curriculum hopes to achieve. With the current global economic crisis, it is clear that no part of the globe is 
immuned from either the fortune or misfortune of other parts of the globe. Therefore, global effort at providing 
relevant curriculum content to address the needs of man nationally and internationally is a necessary step that 
should be taken. Since teacher education plays salient role in manpower and national development, the focus 
of this paper has been on globalization of teacher education curriculum. 

References 
Fafunwa, A.B (1967). New perspectives in African education. London:    Macmillan and Co Ltd 

Obasanjo, O & Mabogunje, A (1991). Elements of development. Abcaokuta: ALF publications 



Okafor, F.C (1984). Philosophy education and third world perspective.    Enugu:      Star     Publishing 
Company. 

Ohanado, E (1997). Qualitative teacher education for the 2010 and beyond Onitsha; Njoku Africana Books Ltd. 

Onwuka, U (1994). Elements influencing curriculum in Offorma G.C (1994). (cd), Curriculum theory and 
planning Enugu: Donze Press. 

Ukeje, B.O (1991). The education of teachers for a new social order. A journal of Teacher education 
1(1). 

 


